City of De Queen
Minutes of Regular Meeting

De Queen City Council

January 5, 2010
The De Queen City Council met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2010 in the De Queen City Hall Council Room.

Those attending were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones, City Attorney Stephen Tedder, Aldermen Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Teresa Bunyard, Linda Polk and Gary Casey. Anna Bivins of KDQN, Code Enforcement Officer Ray Sowell, the Rev. David S. Williams of First United Methodist Church and Robert York of The De Queen Bee signed the attendance sheet.
The mayor declared that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order. He said Alderman Minor was absent but had called to say she might be late. There were no public comments.

With regards to the minutes of the Dec. 15 meeting, Alderman Bunyard said the amount of investment in managed future should be $70,000, not the $100,000 amount listed in the minutes. She made a motion to approve minutes as amended. Alderman Daniel seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.
There were no public comments.
NEW BUSINESS

Topic A: Resolution setting City Council meeting times.
Discussion: City Attorney Stephen Tedder read a proposed resolution setting the council meeting times at 5:30 p.m. on the first and third Tuesday of each month. The mayor said this is the same meeting times as last year and asked if anyone needed to change the time. Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Bunyard seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Casey all voted in favor and it passed 5-0. It was given number 2010-01.
Topic B: Resolution to declare building at 835 E. Stilwell Ave. a nuisance.

Discussion: The city attorney read a proposed resolution to declare the property at 835 E. Stilwell as a nuisance. The mayor asked code enforcement officer Ray Sowell to give the council a report on the steps he had taken in an effort to clean the property. He said the owners of record, Johnny and Shirley Trulock, are deceased and no heirs to the property could be located. He said a picture of the house was published in the local newspaper twice asking for anyone with ownership in the property to come forward, with no results. Photos of the property were distributed to the city council and a copy of the warranty deed is attached to the resolution. The mayor said an adjacent property owner has claimed that he purchased the property, but there are no records to indicate he has any interest. The city attorney said he would recommend serving a copy of the resolution on the person so he would have a chance to challenge the city’s action. Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the resolution and Alderman Polk seconded. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Casey voted in favor and the motion passed 5-0. It was given resolution number 2010-2.
Topic C: Resolution to declare building at 103 North Lakeside Ave. a nuisance.

Discussion: The city attorney read the proposed resolution which is identical to the previous resolution, with the exception that the owner is identified as Jimmy (Jimmie) Grace Stinnett. The city attorney said he used two spellings of the owner’s first name because it was spelled both ways on documents related to the property. Sowell said he has been working with the owner for about six months to have something done with the property. He said the building is in danger of collapsing and there are signs that a transient is sleeping in the building. Sowell said he has also had discussions with the owner’s son about the property. A registered letter to the owner was not accepted. A letter was sent by regular mail but did not return, he said. Photos of the building were circulated to the council and a copy of the warranty deed is attached to the resolution. Alderman Bunyard asked if there was any way the property could be repaired. Sowell said it could not be saved, without spending more money than the building is worth. Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Casey seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Casey all voted in favor and it passed 5-0. It was given resolution number 2010-03.
Adjournment: Alderman Casey made a motion to adjourn. Alderman Polk seconded. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

