City of De Queen
Minutes of Regular Meeting

De Queen City Council

January 19, 2010
The De Queen City Council met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2010 in the De Queen City Hall Council Room.

Those attending were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones, City Attorney Stephen Tedder, Aldermen Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Teresa Bunyard, Linda Polk, Gary Casey and Pat Minor. Anna Bivins of KDQN, Stan Thompson, the Rev. David S. Williams and Juanelle Gage of the Sevier County Humane Society signed the attendance sheet.

The mayor declared that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order.
 There were no public comments. The mayor reported that he is organizing a Complete Count Committee to encourage participation in the 2010 census. The first meeting will be Thursday, Jan. 21, at the Cultural Awareness Center. The mayor also said the engine blew up in the generator at the fire station last week and the cost of a new engine is expected to be $2,600. He asked the council to think about the repair and he would bring it up again before the end of the meeting.
Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the minutes of the Jan. 5 meeting. Alderman Bunyard seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.
OLD BUSINESS

Topic A: Resolution to declare building at 103 N. Lakeside Ave.
Discussion: Mayor McKelvy said the city attorney had reservations about the resolution passed at the last council meeting to condemn property at 103 N. Lakeside Ave. The warranty deed referred to two parcels of property and the resolution did not state which one was being condemned. Mr. Tedder said he attended a training session on property condemnation at the Arkansas Municipal League convention last weekend and had learned that more notification is  required before property is condemned. He suggested the council repeal both resolutions and begin the process again.
Since repealing the resolutions was not on the agenda, the mayor asked the council to vote on adding these items to the agenda. Alderman Richards made a motion to amend the agenda to include two new proposed resolutions that would rescind the resolutions passed Jan. 5. Alderman Daniel seconded the motion and it passed on a unanimous voice vote.

The city attorney read the proposed resolution to rescind resolution 2010-03. Alderman Bunyard made a motion to approve the resolution and Alderman Polk seconded. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Buyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor and it passed 6-0. It was given number 2010-04.

The city attorney read the other proposed resolution to rescind resolution 2010-02. Alderman Richards made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Polk seconded. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor and it passed 6-0. It was given resolution 2010-05.
Topic B: Cell Phone Tower Ordinance.

Discussion: The mayor said he is still working on a cell phone tower ordinance and did not have it ready. He proposed referring the ordinance to the Planning Commission and then sending it to the council for approval. If approved, the ordinance would be added as a new chapter in the Land Use and Development manual. There was a brief discussion about whether or not cell phone towers (also known as wireless communications facilities) would be prohibited in residential zones or whether they would have to go through a public hearing process.
NEW BUSINESS

Topic A. Resolution to approve contract with Domestic Violence Center

Discussion: The city attorney read a resolution to approve a contract for services with the Southwest Arkansas Domestic Violence Center. Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Minor seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor and it passed 6-0. It was given number 2010-06.

Topic B. Resolution to approve contract with the Sevier County Museum. 

Discussion: Mr. Tedder read a proposed resolution to approve a contract for services with the Sevier County Historical Society. Alderman Casey made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Richards seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor and it passed 6-0. It was given number 2010-07.
Topic C: Resolution to approve contract  with the Sevier County Humane Society.

Discussion: Mr. Tedder read the proposed resolution for a contract for services with the Sevier County Humane Society. During the discussion, the mayor said he had received a report on how the money from the city’s contract was used to provide a discount on spay and neuter services for pets owned by city residents. The mayor said the most recent report showed 30 cats and 22 dogs. Mayor McKelvy questioned whether the council intended to subsidize the spaying of cats, since they are not regulated by city ordinance. The mayor added that some people were receiving discounts on as many as six animals and asked if they council had intended to have only one discount per customer. After discussion, the council voted to continue the policy of offering a $20 discount to city residents who can show a water bill as proof of residency. The city attorney said he would use the same contract as last year so there will be no change. Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Minor seconded. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor and it passed 6-0. It was given number 2010-08. 

Topic D: Authorization to spend police department grant funds.

Discussion: Mayor McKelvy said the De Queen Police Department had applied for a grant from the Wal-Mart Foundation last year to fund a Shop-With-A-Cop Christmas program for needy children. However, the check was not received until mid-January and it was made out to the City of De Queen Police Department. The grant was not budgeted and the check was deposited in the city accounts, so the council will need to authorize the police department to spend the money. Police Chief Richard McKinley said because it is now after Christmas, the police department proposed to buy each child a set of clothes, jacket and pair of shoes. Children can buy a toy if there are enough funds. Alderman Daniel made a motion to authorize the police department to spend the funds. Alderman Polk seconded and motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Before giving the state of the city address, Mayor McKelvy asked the council for approval to purchase a new engine for the fire department generator. He said the fire department serves as the city’s command post in case of a disaster and it does need to be replaced. He said Fire Marshal Dennis Pruitt had contacted the company that manufactured the generator and they require a credit card as payment for the engine. After discussion, Alderman Daniel made a motion to authorize the purchase of a new engine to repair the generator. Alderman Minor seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Topic E: State of the City Address

Mayor McKelvy gave the State of the City address, which is required by state law within the first 90 days of the year. A copy of the address is attached.

Adjournment: Alderman Casey made a motion to adjourn. Alderman Richards seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous voice vote. The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

State of the City Address

De Queen Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy

January 19, 2010
Each year, the mayor is required to report to the council the municipal affairs of the city and recommend such measures as may seem advisable. Last year, the Arkansas General Assembly passed Act 161 which requires this report be given within the first 90 days of each year, rather than at the second meeting of the year.

The City of De Queen had a good year in 2009. I’d like to review achievements in each of the city departments.

The new waste water treatment plant continues to pay dividends for the City of De Queen. Last year, the department spent  $131,000 on electric power and used $21,725 worth of chemicals. With the old plant, each of these items cost about $250,000 per year. Also, the sewer department continues to add isolated customers to the sewer system. Last year, five existing homes were connected; cutting the number of homes without sewer service to about 20.

The water department continues to be profitable, producing high quality water at very competitive rates. A new backhoe was purchased for the water department. The old backhoe was passed to the sewer department to upgrade our fleet.

The street department completed another major street program in 2009. The largest project last year was paving of Ninth Street from Locke Avenue to Collin Raye Drive. When streets in the cemetery and the swimming pool parking lot are added the City of De Queen spent over $300,000 on paving last year.

The Parks Department received approval on a grant to build a soccer field in Herman Dierks Park, plus an additional grant to improve the creek that flows through the park. Work on those projects should begin soon. The city signed agreements with Cossatot Community College UA to coordinate scheduling of events at the new amphitheater now nearing completion.

The fire department has put into service a new rescue vehicle, which was paid for with a state grant. Code enforcement helped coordinate the demolition of two dilapidated properties in 2009 and is working on two more.

The police department is at full strength and all officers are certified. The department helps fund the community service program which is a source of labor for the parks, litter patrol and the sanitation department.

Last year the city leased the clinic space in the Cultural Awareness Center to Smiles of Arkansas Dental Center, a move that will provide important dental services to needy children and occupy space which has previously been unused.

The 2010 census will be the biggest challenge for the City of De Queen in the year ahead. The population figures collected this year will be used to determine the city’s state turnback funds and grant eligibility for the next 10 years. I am forming a Complete Count Committee this week in order to generate interest and encourage participation in the census. The first meeting is set for Thursday, Jan. 21.

Until now, De Queen and Sevier County has been spared much of the economic pain that has afflicted the rest of the country. However, there are challenges ahead. Husqvarna has announced plans to consolidate its manufacturing operations in Nashville. Although the exact number is still not known, it could mean the loss of several hundred jobs. There is a chance of some expansion at other industries. A new grocery store should open after the property can be acquired from bankruptcy court.

Also in 2010, we need to resume work on the project for a new raw water line. The city’s old line is holding up the expansion of Hwy. 70-71 east of De Queen.

Sales tax revenues continue to hold up and the general fund has cash reserves. The enterprise accounts – water, sewer and sanitation – all have good balances and are operating in the black. We are now advertising for a new sanitation truck in order to keep our fleet up to date.

Water and Sewer recently received a large check for two months of unpaid utility bills. I recommend we take the opportunity to begin paying down the debt on the new waste water plant.

The state of the City of De Queen is good. I look forward to the challenges of the year ahead.
