City of De Queen
Minutes of Regular Meeting

De Queen City Council

Feb. 2, 2010
The De Queen City Council met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2010 in the De Queen City Hall Council Room.

Those attending were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones, City Attorney Stephen Tedder, Aldermen Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Teresa Bunyard, Linda Polk and Gary Casey. Anna Bivins of KDQN, Stan Thompson and Fire Marshal Dennis Pruitt signed the attendance sheet.

The mayor declared that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order.
 There were no public comments. The mayor passed out a spreadsheet showing revenues and expenses for the water, sewer and sanitation departments. He said a year’s worth of figures should give some idea of the profitability of the enterprise accounts. No action was taken.
Alderman Richards made a motion to approve the minutes of the Jan. 19 meeting. Alderman Daniel seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.
NEW BUSINESS

Topic A: Public Hearing to declare property at 103 N. Lakeside Dr. as public nuisance.
Discussion: Mayor McKelvy said this item is to restart the process of cleaning up two dilapidated properties in town. Mr. Tedder, the city attorney, said he learned at the Arkansas Municipal League convention that the process should begin with a public hearing to give the owner an opportunity to respond. Mr. Tedder said he sent letters by registered mail and regular mail to the owner, notifying her of the public hearing. There were no comments regarding the property at 103 N. Lakeside Drive. The mayor declared the hearing to be closed.
Topic B: Public Hearing to declare property at 835 Stilwell Ave. as public nuisance.
Discussion: The mayor declared that the public hearing on this property was open. Mr. Tedder said he could not find any owners to notify in the case of this property, but the code enforcement officer had posted a notice of the hearing on the building, to satisfy the notification requirement. There were no comments about the property and the mayor declared the hearing to be closed.
Topic C. Resolution to declare property at 103 N. Lakeside Dr. as public nuisance.
Discussion: The city attorney read a proposed resolution to declare the property at 103 N. Lakeside Drive as a public nuisance. Alderman Casey made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Polk seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Casey all voted in favor of the resolution and it passed 5-0. The resolution was given number 2010-9.
Topic D. Resolution to declare property at 835 Stilwell Ave. as public nuisance.
Discussion: Mr. Tedder read the proposed resolution to declare the property at 835 Stilwell Avenue as a public nuisance. Alderman Bunyard made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Richards seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Casey all voted in favor of the resolution and it passed 5-0. The resolution was given number 2010-10.

Topic E: Resolution to authorize sale of a backhoe-loader by sealed bid.
Discussion: The mayor said the ordinance has been updated to include the sale of a 2000 Ford police car. Police Chief Richard McKinley said most of the spare parts that could be used on this vehicle have already been swapped out. The department will soon have two more used cars when the new ones arrive, so this car is no longer needed. The mayor said the backhoe-loader was the one that had been used in the sewer department, but they now have a better one. Alderman Daniel said that the resolution refers to the vehicles as “inoperable” and that was not correct because they could be operated. The resolution was amended to take out the word “inoperable.” Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the resolution, as amended. Alderman Polk seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Casey all voted in favor and it passed 5-0. It was given resolution number 2010-11.
Topic F: Annual report on fire department by fire marshal
Discussion: Fire Marshal Dennis Pruitt told the council that the department responded to 106 fires in 2009. He had a report showing activity and training by each firefighter. Pruitt also gave the council a copy of the fire department’s constitution and by-laws and standard operating procedures. He said the department had tried a new auto extrication tool that had more power to cut through the high-strength steel in modern vehicles. Pruitt said he would like to use the department’s Act 833 money to purchase the tool. He said the department is trying to start a junior firefighter program that would allow people between the ages of 18 and 21 to assist the department and receive training. They would not be allowed to fight fires, but it would allow them to develop an interest in becoming a firefighter when they are eligible at age 21. He said the department recently received a grant from Wal-Mart to purchase smoke alarms which will be offered free to city residents. He also said a state agency that supplies fire trucks is looking for a two-ton truck to replace the brush truck which is a 1970’s vintage.
Topic G: Proposed cell phone tower ordinance.

Discussion:  The mayor said the packets contain two proposed ordinances that would regulate the placement of cell phone towers within the city limits. He said the one modeled after the City of Hope’s ordinance would allow towers to be administratively approved in zones I-1 Industrial and C-2 Highway Commercial. However, a tower in any of the city’s other zones would require the application to go through the planning commission and have a public hearing, prior to approval. The mayor said AT&T has made several calls about locating a cell phone tower in the De Queen Industrial Park. Another company made inquiries last year about locating a tower in the area of Sixth Street and Haes Avenue. 
In other business:

--The mayor said work began Monday on curb for the sportsplex parking lot.

--The city clerk asked for a show of hands on how many people would be attending the Chamber of Commerce banquet on Feb. 23.

Adjournment: Alderman Casey made a motion to adjourn. Alderman Polk seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous voice vote. The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

