City of De Queen
Minutes of Regular Meeting

De Queen City Council

March 16, 2010
The De Queen City Council met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 16, 2010 in the De Queen City Hall Council Room.

Those attending were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones, City Attorney Stephen Tedder, Aldermen Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Teresa Bunyard, Linda Polk, Gary Casey and Pat Minor. Those registering their attendance included: Stan Thompson, Anna Bivins of KDQN, Steve Sharp, Karen Atkins, Andy Turner of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, Wendell Needham and Patty Sharp, president of the De Queen-Sevier County Chamber of Commerce.
The mayor declared that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order.
 There were no public comments. The mayor showed a few photographs of the work on replacing two culverts on Fourth Street with a pre-cast concrete bridge.
Alderman Bunyard made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 2 meeting. Alderman Polk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.
The mayor said he would rearrange the order of business as listed on the agenda because two people addressing the council were from out of town and needed to drive back after the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Topic A: Presentation by Andy Turner on improvements to ditch in Herman Dierks Park.
Discussion: Andy Turner of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission presented a brief slide show on proposed improvements to the ditch in Herman Dierks Park. Turner said fast-moving water is causing erosion along the ditch banks and he proposed to stabilize the banks with large rocks. Some of the rocks would be used to create an inverted “U” shape which would channel water to the center of the street and slow the flow. He said these improvements would be at critical locations along the stream where problems occurred. He said an alternative to using rocks to stabilize the bank would be to plant trees and aquatic plant along the banks of the stream to hold the soil. The mayor said because of the park setting, he felt the public would not like to see tall grass along the stream. Turner said the Game and Fish Commission has grant funds available for the project, but they would insist on using plants and trees rather than rocks.
Parks director Karen Atkins said the city has received a grant for about $5,000 for the project, which is less than the $20,000 grant which she had expected. She said the rocks would hold the banks in place and allow park employees to mow up to the edge of the rocks. She said the dike in the park will be removed during construction of the soccer field in that area.

Turner presented a cost estimate for stabilizing the areas of concern, plus other estimates for stabilizing the entire stream and another for using riparian vegetation for the project. Estimates ranged from $6,563 to $25,833. He said he would help get the project started by showing workers how to build the first fixture, then also return to assist if needed.

Topic B: Reorganization plans by AEP-SWEPCO

Discussion: The mayor introduced Bradley Hardin of AEP-SWEPCO who described the utility’s plans to close its work center in De Queen. He said the company’s line crew would be based in Nashville and cover a region that would include Sevier County. He said De Queen would have two troublemen who were assigned to Sevier County. The mayor said in a meeting with Hardin and Chesley Walker last week, it was determined that those troublemen lived in Cross Roads and in Dierks, neither of which is in Sevier County. Hardin said both men lived within a 30-minute drive of De Queen, as required by union contracts. He said the utility cannot dictate where employees must live. The mayor said he had provided AEP-SWEPCO with information on three specific incidents where police and fire crews waited for two hours or more on an AEP-SWEPCO worker to arrive and shut off power after a wreck or fire. Alderman Daniel said an official of SWEPCO promised the council in 2003 that they would keep a line crew in De Queen. Hardin said that was based on information available at the time and due to technology, employees could receive work orders from a mobile computer in their truck, allowing them to get moving quicker and serve a larger area. Alderman Richards asked if Nashville has provided financial incentives to have the line crew based there. Hardin said there were no incentives. Richards asked Hardin to put the answer in writing. Hardin said the meeting was being recorded by at least two people and that it was on the record.
Alderman Casey said he works for Centerpoint Energy and his company is also addressing service calls on a regional basis. 

No action was taken.

OLD BUSINESS

Topic A: Ordinance to regulate Wireless Communication Facilities (WCF) in the City of De Queen.

Discussion: The mayor said a line had been added to the proposed WCF ordinance to address concerns from the last meeting and specify that the ordinance does not affect broadcast radio towers or towers for two-way business radio. He said the ordinance allows the Planning and Zoning Commission to grant a variance in case a tower operator wanted to go a few feet higher than the permitted heights. There was discussion as to whether it would be legal to regulate only cell phone towers without having rules for broadcast and two-way business radio towers. The exclusion part in section 3 was amended to read: “2. Communication Tower Exclusion.  These regulations apply only to communication towers and not to business radio towers or broadcast towers.” After a motion by Alderman Bunyard and a second by Alderman Daniel, the amendment was approved on a unanimous voice vote. Alderman Richards pointed out that the abbreviation WCF should be included on the first reference to wireless communications facilities on the first page of the ordinance. The change was made. 
The mayor said the council needs to act on the ordinance because presently there is no regulation on cell phone towers in the city. Without some sort of rule, towers are not illegal and the mayor said he would not have a reason to deny a building permit for one, if asked. He said one, and possibly two, companies are considering towers inside the city limits.

After discussion, the city attorney read the proposed ordinance which adopts the cell phone tower policy by reference and makes it a new chapter in the city’s Lane Use Development Book. Alderman Minor made a motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by Alderman Polk. Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor it passed 6-0. Alderman Daniel made a motion to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on the second and third reading, excepting the caption be read. Alderman Richards seconded. Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor it passed 6-0. 

After the city attorney read the caption of the ordinance, Alderman Polk made a motion to accept the ordinance on the second and third reading. Alderman Minor seconded. Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor it passed 6-0. 

Alderman Richards made a motion to adopt the emergency clause, seconded by Alderman Daniel. Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk, Casey and Minor all voted in favor it passed 6-0. The ordinance was given number 965.

Alderman Bunyard said she has received complaints about the pens that some people are using to store trash along the streets. Some of these are unsightly. She asked that the issue be put on the agenda for the next council meeting.
Adjournment. Alderman Casey made a motion to adjourn. Alderman Minor seconded and the motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

