City of De Queen
Minutes of Regular Meeting

De Queen City Council

April 6, 2010
The De Queen City Council met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 6, 2010 in the De Queen City Hall Council Room.

Those attending were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones, City Attorney Stephen Tedder, Aldermen Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Teresa Bunyard, Linda Polk and Pat Minor. Alderman Gary Casey was absent. Those registering their attendance included: Stan Thompson, Anna Bivins of KDQN and Patty Sharp.
The mayor declared that a quorum was present and called the meeting to order.
 There were no public comments. The mayor asked Police Chief Richard McKinley to explain information handed out on three Class 3 sex offenders. Chief McKinley said the city already had one class 3 sex offender, but that another class 3 had recently moved to town and another was recently rated a class 3 after evaluation. The chief said officers were notifying everybody within a four-block radius of the offenders’ residence. Officers are checking on the offenders four times per year, rather than the two times required. Mayor McKelvy said the city is following the state guidelines on notification in order to be consistent. The state rules say that media may be used to notify the public on class 4 offenders, the most serious level.

Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 16 meeting. Alderman Bunyard seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.
NEW BUSINESS

Topic A: Proposed lease amendment with Museum for Scout Hut
Discussion: The mayor passed out copies of a proposed amendment to the lease for the museum property which would give the city ownership of the Girl Scout Hut. Mayor McKelvy said he had asked the museum to amend the lease and exclude the property where the scout hut sits. The museum board offered to give an easement for the property instead. The proposed amendment would specify that although the museum leases the property from the city, the Scout Hut building is the property of the City of De Queen. City ownership would allow the scouts to raise money for repairs to the building. The mayor said ownership would make the city ultimately responsible for maintenance. He said the scouts had agreed to pay the power and water utility bills for the building. Alderman Daniel asked whether the city would need liability insurance for the scout building and whether the building itself should be insured. The mayor said he thought the city could rely on tort immunity, although the museum does have liability insurance on the museum property. The city attorney said he would add a provision to the agreement to coordinate liability coverage between the city and the museum. With the indication of approval from the council, the mayor said he would continue working on the lease and get approval from the museum board. In addition, the city attorney will draft an agreement with the Girl Scouts regarding use of the building.

Topic B: Ordinance to amend 2009 budget

Discussion:  The mayor asked the city clerk-treasurer to review the final 2009 budget report and the proposed ordinance to amend the budget. Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones said the report looks different from previous years because of problems with the computer accounting software. The report lists total expenditures by department, along with a complete budget report showing expenditures for each individual line item. She said the budgeted expenditures totaled $5,750,294.82, but actual expenditures were $5,179,803.57. That means $570,491.25 in authorized expenditures was not spent. Alderman Bunyard said in light of the city’s sound financial condition, she would like to see the city make an additional payment on the loan for the new sewer plant. Mayor McKelvy said he would like to wait till later in the year to see how the city is doing on the 2010 budget and then ask the council to consider make an additional payment on the loan. After the city attorney read the proposed ordinance, Alderman Daniel made a motion to accept the ordinance on its first reading. Alderman Bunyard seconded. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Minor voted in favor and it passed 5-0. Alderman Polk made a motion, seconded by Alderman Richards to suspend the rules and place the ordinance on the second and third reading, excepting just the caption be read. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Minor voted in favor and it passed 5-0. The city attorney read the title of the ordinance. Alderman Minor made a motion to accept the ordinance on its second and third reading. Alderman Richards seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Minor voted in favor and it passed 5-0. The ordinance was given number 966.
Topic C: Discussion of curbside trash containers

Discussion: Patty Sharp, president of the De Queen-Sevier County Chamber of Commerce, said she is concerned about the appearance of the town due to trash and litter. She said the curbside trash containers are not attractive and seem to be increasing in number. She asked if something could be done to prohibit the trash containers. Alderman Richards said the containers are needed because city sanitation employees scatter cans and trash after they are emptied. Stan Thompson, a visitor, said dogs also scatter trash cans. The city attorney asked whether the city could get wheeled containers that customers could roll out to the curb on trash day. The mayor said that would mean a significant investment to buy containers and might mean higher rates. He said the only ordinance addressing this issue is the mandatory garbage ordinance which only states that customers must put waste in cans no larger than 32 gallon size. Some customers put trash in plastic bags, which are easier for employees to put in the truck. But there is no ordinance that prohibits curbside trash containers. After discussion, the city attorney said he will review current ordinances regarding solid waste and report to the council at their next meeting.
Topic D: Report on 4th Street bridge project

Discussion: The mayor showed a few slides of the construction of a new bridge on Fourth Street. He said the bridge would cost about $20,000 and took two weeks to build, considerably less than it would have taken if contractors had been used instead of city employees. A local contractor built the concrete head walls and pre-cast concrete bridge decks were purchased from Mine Creek Construction of Hatfield, Ark. The mayor said the bridge should be opened to traffic in a few days but there has already been an accident at the bridge. A 17-year-old male took his father’s vehicle without permission and went off the side of the bridge and damaged the headwall on the other side. Repairs are estimated to cost $1,200, including a barricade that was damaged.
Topic E: Purchase of used air compressor

Discussion: Mayor McKelvy said Danny Davis of Mine Creek Construction did some work on the Fourth Street bridge and used his air compressor. Davis is retiring and offered to sell the compressor with an air drill and accessories for $9,000. The mayor said this would be a good opportunity to upgrade the city’s equipment, since the old air compressor has been giving some problems. The mayor said the compressor Davis offered for sale is a 2007 Sullair 185 with 87 hours on the engine. Davis said he paid $12,800 for the compressor three years ago when it was new. The mayor said he checked with Caterpillar sales and a new compressor would be $13,000 without the drill or accessories. The company had a 2007 model compressor with over 200 hours for $10,000. The mayor said the purchase is not in the 2010 budget, but if the council agreed to buy it, the city can split the cost between water, sewer and street so it would be only $3,000 for each department. After discussion, Alderman Daniel made a motion to authorize the purchase of the air compressor with the budget to be amended at a later date. Alderman Bunyard seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.
Adjournment. Alderman Daniel made a motion to adjourn. Alderman Minor seconded and the motion passed on a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

