City of De Queen
Minutes of Regular Meeting

De Queen City Council

April 20, 2010
The De Queen City Council met in regular session at 5:35 p.m. Tuesday, April 20, 2010 in the De Queen City Hall Council Room.

Those attending were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones, City Attorney Stephen Tedder, Aldermen Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Teresa Bunyard, Linda Polk and Gary Casey. Alderman Pat Minor was absent. Those registering their attendance included: Anna Bivins of KDQN, Dennis Pruitt of the De Queen Fire Department, Fire Chief Walter Smith and Robert York of the De Queen Bee.
The mayor said Alderman Richards had called to say she would arrive late, but planned to attend. He declared that the four aldermen present constituted a quorum and called the meeting to order. Alderman Richards did arrive after the meeting started.
 There were no public comments. The mayor took the time to update the council on several items. He said the two flower beds on the north side of Collin Raye Drive at 9th Street would have to be removed because the Arkansas Highway Department will have to dig up and replace a rusted-out culvert across 9th Street. He said the Fourth Street bridge project was completed and will be paved this week. The mayor said the new garbage truck was delivered last week and was available in the parking lot for inspection. He said Pruett’s Food Center is remodeling the old Harvest Foods building and plans to open on May 19. Mayor McKelvy said he and John O’Connor attended a meeting of the Sevier County Coalition where a doctor from the Arkansas Department of Health spoke about fluoridating the water supply. He asked whether the council would like to know more information about the subject. Water is fluoridated in Nashville, Dierks and Prescott. Nashville put the issue on the ballot for a referendum in 1980 and spends about $13,000 per year for the chemical. Alderman Bunyard said she had heard from constituents who were concerned about possible long-term health effects. The mayor asked council members whether they would like more information on the subject and said he will bring it up again.
Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2010 meeting. Alderman Bunyard seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.
The order of business was changed to give Alderman Richards time to arrive before discussing the junior firefighter program.

NEW BUSINESS

Topic B: Report on soccer field
Discussion: The mayor showed several photographs of the construction on the soccer field in Herman Dierks park. He said top soil had been stockpiled around the field until the final grade could be established. The contractor is now putting top soil back and should soon know whether or not he has enough. The mayor said the dike across the stream in the park is gone and dirt was used to build the soccer field. During the project, the contractor located a 14-inch water line that runs from the Magnolia Avenue storage tank down to the high lift station on Stilwell Ave. The line will be under the soccer field when it is finished, but the contractor is taking precautions not to damage the line.
Topic A: Purchase of new computer server for the police department.

Discussion: Mayor McKelvy said the police department received a $17,000 grant through Sevier County to purchase four video cameras for police patrol cars. The technology is much better than the old VHS analog cameras that the department had several years ago. The council viewed a short video recorded by an officer responding to a disturbance call. The mayor said the cameras work fine but create a large amount of data that must be stored on a computer drive. Police Chief Richard McKinley said he would like to buy a new server to be installed in the troop room where officers can download their video files over a wireless connection. The cost is $1,399. The mayor said the money could be moved from small equipment and added to a capital line item, since it is more than $1,000. After discussion, Aderman Daniel made a motion to move $1,400 from small equipment to a new capital line item for the computer server. Alderman Polk seconded the motion. It was approved unanimously on a voice vote.

OLD BUSINESS

Topic A. Junior Firefighter Program

Discussion: The mayor said the fire department had modified the rules for a proposed junior firefighter program to address several concerns by council members. The additions included limiting the program to four, with a statement that participation in the junior program does not guarantee a spot on the regular fire department at age 21. Another section specified all of the training that junior firefighters must receive. Fire Marshal Dennis Pruitt said the program is a way for the fire department to mentor young firefighters between the age of 18 and 21. He said they can attend the Arkansas Fire Training Academy at East Camden at age 18, get valuable training and experience until they are old enough to be a regular firefighter. He estimated the fire academy training could be worth as much as $10,000. Alderman Daniel asked whether the junior firefighters would be covered by workers compensation. Pruitt said they would be covered and would not be allowed to respond until the paperwork is completed. He added that they would be issued all of the equipment regular firefighters receive, with the exception of emergency lights and sirens. After discussion, Alderman Casey made a motion to implement the junior firefighter program. Alderman Polk seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.
Alderman Daniel said he would like to see a proposed ordinance to regulate K2, also known as synthetic marijuana, at the next council meeting.

Adjournment: Alderman Casey made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Alderman Daniel seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 
