City of De Queen
Minutes of Regular Meeting

De Queen City Council

June 1, 2010
The De Queen City Council met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 1, 2010 in the De Queen City Hall Council Room.

Those attending were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones, City Attorney Stephen Tedder, Aldermen Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Linda Polk and Pat Minor. Those registering their attendance included: Linda Culp, Stan Thompson, Michael Sims of the De Queen Waste Water Department, Anna Bivins of KDQN and Karen Atkins of the De Queen Parks and Recreation Department.
The mayor noted that Aldermen Teresa Bunyard and Gary Casey would not be able to attend. He declared the four aldermen constituted a quorum and he called the meeting to order
 There were no public comments. 
Alderman Richards made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2010 meeting. Alderman Daniel seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.
NEW BUSINESS

Topic A: Report on repairs to the city swimming pool.
Discussion: The mayor asked Karen Atkins to update the council on the repairs needed at the swimming pool. Atkins said that when the kiddie pool was uncovered for the spring season, about three-fourths of the plaster had alligator cracks and needed to be replaced. She said it would be reasonable to remove all the plaster and tile and repair the whole pool, rather than just repairing the cracked part. She said the pool repairman made spot repairs to the main swimming pool, but added that it would be likely due for a plaster job in another two or three years. The mayor said the repairs to the big pool were about $1,400 and the repairs to the kiddie pool would be another $6,200, which included sales tax. He said the pool has $6,500 in one budget line for repairs, plus another $5,000 for maintenance of pumps and fixtures. It is possible that the two budget items will be adequate to cover the repairs, if there are no other big repairs this summer. If there any other major breakdowns, then the parks department will have to come back to ask for additional money for them.
Topic B: Report on application for grant to curb underage drinking.
Discussion: Police Chief Richard McKinley said the police department has helped the Sevier County Coalition apply for a $38,000 federal grant to discourage alcohol use by minors in the community. The chief said the coalition and several other groups are cooperating on the project, which will include training and special events to discourage alcohol use among youngsters. A law enforcement agency has to apply for the grant and be in charge of finances. McKinley said as the group incurs expenses, the City of De Queen will pay their bills and then apply for reimbursement from grant funds. It should take one to two weeks to be paid, he said. McKinley said the grant funds would be expended between now and May, 2011. The mayor said if the council approves of the grant application, he would ask the aldermen to amend the budget at some point to reflect an expense item for the amount of the grant in the police department, plus a revenue item to reflect the grant funds. After discussion, Alderman Daniel made a motion to support the program and apply for the grant. Alderman Minor seconded the motion. It passed unanimously on a voice vote.
Topic C: Purchase of a new blower for waste water department using depreciation funds.
Discussion: Mike Sims, manager of the waste water department, told the council that one of the four blowers at the waste water treatment plant has been damaged beyond repair. It was sent back to the company that provided the machine, but the distributor said the damage was caused by overheating and not covered by warranty. Sims said there was an incident at the plant where a dissolved oxygen probe got coated in grease and caused all four blowers to run simultaneously at full power. During that incident, the pressure in the air line got up to 10 PSI and the machine is designed for no more than 8 PSI. A short time after that, the blower broke down completely, Sims said. The mayor showed some digital photos that the distributor sent showing the damaged parts. The lobes of the blower showed signs that they made contact and a large steel shaft was broken. Mayor McKelvy said that the city has money in a depreciation fund that can be used for repairs to plant equipment. However, the purchase of another blower would require a budget amendment. Sims said the city’s old blower could not be repaired, but it could be used for a core charge to lower the cost. He said the distributor offered to sell a new blower for $18,447 or a factor remanufactured unit for $10,995, with the city’s old machine. Sims said the air line has a blowoff valve to keep pressure from exceeding the 8 PSI limit. He added that he would program the plant’s equipment to run no more than three blowers at a time. The plant is operating fine with three blowers, but there is no back-up in case one of three remaining blowers goes down. Alderman Daniel said he was leery of equipment that has been remanufactured because that means it had failed before. 

After discussion, Alderman Daniel made a motion to purchase a new blower at a cost of $18,447. Alderman Polk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Topic D: Discussion of sewer service outside city limits.

Discussion: The mayor said he has received several inquiries about sewer service for a house that will be built outside the city limits. The site is located on Industrial Park Road, which is adjacent to the city limits. Presently, there is only one building outside the city limits, which has sewer service. The mayor said he is concerned that if all city utilities are extended outside the city, the property owners will never have any incentive to annex into the city. Also, the availability of city utilities will encourage unregulated development, some of which may not be desirable. In one case, a property owner wanted to get sewer service for two manufactured homes which are on a property where there is a conventional home. That property is also adjacent to the city limits, but they have been unable to get an easement to cross another landowner. The Pine Haven Mobile Home Park was built outside the city and had all city utilities, but it was annexed during the 2008 general election. The mayor said the state health department requires homes to connect to sewer service if they are within 300 feet of a sewer system. He said the distance to the proposed home is 290 feet to the ditch line in front of the house and would involve crossing a city street by street cut or underground bore. After discussion, Alderman Daniel said he opposed further extending sewer outside the city, as long as there are people inside the city that do not have the service. The mayor said he had proposed annexation as a condition of extending sewer service. Voluntary annexation is a simple process and involves a hearing before the county court. Linda Culp said her family members are not opposed to being annexed into the city. No action was taken.

In other business, the mayor said he had spoken to the President of Engineered Products twice in an effort to convince him to keep their manufacturing plant in De Queen. However, EPI officials say they are getting pressure from Husqvarna to move to Nashville. Ray Still, chairman of the Industrial Park Board, has also met with EPI officials. The mayor said the issues with EPI are that the building is too small and is not in good condition. It has leaks in the floor and in the roof. Also, EPI will have to pay to ship parts to Nashville. The mayor said he has advised EPI that they will not be able to get enough labor if Husqvarna also moves to Nashville. They also have an experienced labor force at De Queen. 

Adjournment: Alderman Richards made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Alderman Polk seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
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