City of De Queen
Minutes of Regular Meeting

De Queen City Council

June 15, 2010
The De Queen City Council met in regular session at 5:40 p.m. Tuesday, June 15, 2010 in the De Queen City Hall Council Room.

Those attending were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones, City Attorney Stephen Tedder, Aldermen Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Teresa Bunyard, Linda Polk and Pat Minor. Those registering their attendance included: Code Enforcement Officer Ray Sowell of the De Queen Fire Department, Anna Bivins of KDQN, Stan Thompson and Lisa Mullins of Custom Advertising.
The mayor noted that Aldermen Gary Casey would not be able to attend. The meeting started at 5:40 p.m. because Alderman Bunyard said she would be a few minutes late. The mayor declared a quorum and he called the meeting to order
 There were no public comments. 
Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 1, 2010 meeting. Alderman Richards seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.
PUBLIC HEARING
Topic A: Public hearing to file lien on property at 103 N. Lakeside Dr., De Queen.
Discussion: The mayor said the first order of business was to hold public hearings to verify the amount of liens proposed to be filed against four properties that were cleaned up by the City of De Queen. After the public hearings, the council will consider resolutions to levy the liens. Ray Sowell, code enforcement officer for the City of De Queen, described the process followed in the clean-up of property at 103 N. Lakeside Dr., De Queen. He said he sent certified letters to the owner starting in 2009 but there had been no response. Sowell signed an affidavit which will become part of the record. City Attorney Stephen Tedder said the council condemned the property on Feb. 2, 2010 and he had the Sevier County Sheriff’s Office serve a notice on the owner, as well. The mayor presented a list of expenses incurred by the city street department in razing the structure on April 6, 2010. Expenses totaled $2,708.48. Alderman Bunyard asked if that was all of the expenses incurred by the city. She asked if there were publication fees, serving fees or certified mail fees. Donna Jones, city clerk-treasurer, said she has not received a bill for publishing notices in the newspaper. Alderman Bunyard said she felt the city should try to recover all of the expenses on the project. The mayor said the council could complete the public hearing and then table the resolution until the total cost could be determined. 
Topic B: Public hearing to file lien on property at 1412 W. Collin Raye Dr., De Queen.
Discussion: Ray Sowell, code enforcement officer, reviewed his actions in the clean-up of property at 1412 W. Collin Raye Dr. Sowell said the property was overgrown and he sent a certified letter to the owner of record, Lisa Mullins, on Jan. 27, 2010 but the letter was not delivered. He said he attempted to get three estimates on cleaning the property. One contractor did not bid and another said he could not do the job. Quality Lawn Care was the only bidder at $650. He said the contractor bush hogged the property and hauled off two loads of trash. Ms. Mullins said she did not get the letter because she was not working at the address listed on the tax records. She said she would have had someone take care of the property if she had been contacted. She said there was no trash on the property to be hauled off. She said she had a contractor mow the lot on Monday, June 15, and he only charged $90. She said the price for mowing the lot was too high. The mayor said he had turned down the first bid to clean the property which was $900, but agreed to the $650 price. When sales tax was added, the total bill was $710.91. Ms. Mullins said she had three bids ranging from $85 to $100 to mow the property. She said she would be willing to pay the city an average of the three estimates, but no more. The mayor asked if she would pay half of the cost and Ms. Mullins said she would not. She asked how the matter could be resolved. The mayor said she could pay the full amount or negotiate for a lower amount. Ms. Mullins said she would not pay that amount. The city attorney explained the lien process and the city’s options on collecting the lien.
Topic C: Public hearing to file lien on property at 124 Oak Dr., De Queen.
Discussion: The mayor said one of the owner’s family members came by and paid the amount of the clean-up bill the day before and there was no longer any reason to pursue the lien. Alderman Polk asked what would become of the property because it needs to be mowed again. Sowell said the family member has promised to look after the property and mow it.
Topic D: Public hearing to file lien on property at 835 E. Stilwell Ave., De Queen.
Discussion: Sowell described the process he had gone through trying to get this property cleaned-up. He signed an affidavit that will be part of the record. The city attorney said there was no one to notify because the owners are deceased and there are no living heirs. The mayor presented an itemized statement of expenses incurred in razing the property. The total was $2,369.92. Alderman Richards said there appeared to be a math error in the calculations because the expenses for city employees were not correct. Upon closer inspection, it was determined that the total was correct, but the bill showed 8 hours labor when only 7 hour was incurred. The city clerk will make that correction before proceeding. The mayor said he is proposing to foreclose on this lien because there are no owners and it is now tax delinquent. By foreclosing, the city can gain ownership, clean up the title and offer it for sale. Council members indicated they wanted the total cost to be calculated, just as for the property at 103 Lakeside Dr.

The mayor declared the public hearings to be closed.

NEW BUSINESS:
Topic A: Resolution to certify a lien on property at 103 N. Lakeside Dr., De Queen.

Discussion: Alderman Bunyard made a motion to table the resolution until the next meeting so all costs can be determined. Alderman Richards seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Topic B: Resolution to certify a lien on property at 1412 W. Collin Raye Dr., De Queen.

Discussion: After discussion, Alderman Polk made a motion to approve the resolution to certify the lien in the amount of $710.91. Alderman Bunyard seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Minor all voted in favor and it passed 5-0. The resolution was given number 2010-14. After the vote the city attorney explained the filing and appeals process for Ms. Mullins.

Topic C: Resolution to certify a lien on property at 124 Oak Dr., De Queen.

Discussion: No action was taken because the city has been reimbursed for the clean-up amount.

Topic D: Resolution to certify a lien on property at 835 E. Stilwell Ave., De Queen.

Discussion: Alderman Bunyard made a motion to table the resolution until the next meeting so all costs can be determined. Alderman Minor seconded the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote.

In other business, Mayor McKelvy gave the council a list of the streets that will be paved in the 2010 street program, as well as the three bids that were received last week. He said the contractor could start as soon as next week.

Also, two council members will be absent when the next meeting is held July 6 and he asked if the council wanted to have the meeting, cancel or choose another date. The mayor said he would make a decision, depending on how much business is on the agenda.

Adjournment: Alderman Richards made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Alderman Minor seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
