Minutes

De Queen City Council

Regular Meeting

Tuesday, June 21, 2011
The De Queen City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, June 21, 2011 at 5:30 p.m. in the De Queen City Hall council room. Council members present included Kathy Richards, Sterling Daniel, Teresa Bunyard, Linda Polk and Pat Minor. Alderman Gary Casey was absent. Also present were Mayor Billy Ray McKelvy, City Clerk-Treasurer Donna Jones and City Attorney Stephen Tedder .
Those registering their attendance were Anna Bivins of KDQN, Stan Thompson and Patrick Massey of the De Queen Bee.
The mayor declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order.

There were no citizen comments. The mayor reported that Sen. John Boozman will have a mobile office in De Queen on Tuesday, June 29, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Cultural Awareness Center. Several of the senator’s staff members will be present to handle constituent concerns. Police Chief Richard McKinley said the police department has been using its new portable speed detector at trouble spots around town. He said the machine has been very effective in slowing traffic.
Alderman Bunyard made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 7, 2011 meeting. Alderman Daniel seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

OLD BUSINESS
Topic A: Resolution to authorize lease with Smiles of Arkansas Dental Clinic
Discussion: Mayor McKelvy said the contractors had been slow to provide estimates for remodeling the two meeting rooms for the dental clinic. The final estimate was received Tuesday morning and all of the contractors said their estimates were on the high side to prevent surprises. The mayor said it was still unknown what price for remodeling should be to put in the lease agreement. He said Reese Sheffield with Smiles of Arkansas is to be in De Queen on Wednesday and he would negotiate with him on the costs at that point. City Attorney Tedder suggested setting a maximum number for the remodeling, such as $30,000. After discussion, the city attorney amended section one of the resolution to delete the reference to the attached lease. He also said he would reword the lease to indicate that the city would recover the total cost of remodeling in payments over the first 18 months of the lease. Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the resolution, as amended. Alderman Bunyard seconded the motion. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Minor voted in favor and it passed 5-0. It was given resolution number 2011-11.
NEW BUSINESS

Topic A: Resolution to authorize contract with Manya Wood for District Court
Discussion: City Attorney Tedder read the proposed resolution authorizing the mayor to extend the contract for services with Manya Wood to represent the City of De Queen in Sevier County District Court. Mr. Tedder said the city council passed an ordinance to split the duties of city attorney between he and Woods. Since the action was done by ordinance, it is probably unlikely that a resolution is needed to continue the contract. However, he said the state auditors have questioned the need for a contract and he said the resolution was presented as an extra means to ensure meeting all requirements. Aldermen Richards said she was concerned that Ms. Woods never attended council meetings and the council never saw her. She asked other council members if they would like for Woods to make occasional appearances. Mr. Tedder said he could communicate that message to Wood. After discussion, Alderman Bunyard made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Polk seconded. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Minor voted in favor and it passed 5-0. It was given resolution number 2011-12
Topic B: Resolution to authorize contract for attorney in civil matters.
Discussion: The city attorney read the proposed resolution authorizing the mayor to extend the contract for services for Mr. Tedder to represent the city in civil matters. The mayor said this is a companion contract to the one with Ms. Woods. Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Alderman Richards. After discussion, Alderman Bunyard made a motion to approve the resolution. Alderman Polk seconded. Aldermen Richards, Daniel, Bunyard, Polk and Minor voted in favor and it passed 5-0. It was given resolution number 2011-12

Topic C: Fire Department Report
Discussion: Fire Marshal Dennis Pruitt provided the council with copies of an old map that showed service areas of each Sevier County fire department as a five-mile-radius circle around each fire station. Some of those service areas overlapped. About five years ago, service areas were redefined with each department responsible for blocks that provided total coverage for Sevier County. Many rural fire departments were unaware of the new map. As a result, they may have been collecting membership dues from some members no longer in their area. Pruitt said the county OES coordinator is scheduling a fire chief’s meeting and will provide copies of the new map for each department. He added that Horatio Fire Department is going to raise its membership dues to $50 per year and suggested that all county departments set their dues at the same level to be consistent. Pruitt said if the council can wait a little longer, the question of selling rural fire memberships may become a little clearer for the council. The mayor said he would offer memberships as an option to out-of-town residents who want to be assured they will not be charged if they have a call outside the city limits.
Pruitt also reported on the cost of outfitting fire trucks with rear-view cameras. He said costs ranged from $1,200 down to about $800, depending on quality and features. He said a camera for a fire truck is more expensive because it is specialized for fire service. City employees can install the cameras, he said. Alderman Daniel made a motion to approve the purchase of a camera. The mayor said the item is in the budget amendment that will be presented at the first meeting in July.

Pruitt also said the fire department would like to replace its tanker truck with a retired military wrecker truck that can be acquired from the Arkansas Forestry Commission. He said there have been two close calls in which the tanker truck ran out of air and had no brakes. The truck the department would like to acquire has a better braking system. Pruitt said the city can get the new truck for no cost other than $7 for a title transfer fee. He said they could sell the wrecker bed locally and send the truck to the state prison to have it painted. The sale of the wrecker bed should bring enough to cover the cost of painting and the old tanker truck could be sold. He said the swap could be done at little or no cost to the city. The old tanker has a standard transmission, which means only a few people can drive it. The new truck would have an automatic transmission, he said.
Topic D: Report on water line project.

Discussion: Mayor McKelvy said he is continuing to work on the easements for the water line project and has asked engineer Greg Vaughn to come down and help on a few easements that have technical questions. He said he has received the latest offer from Weyerhaeuser, which offers a 20-foot easement with the price based on a 10-foot easement, due to the fact that half of it will be on highway right-of-way. The mayor said he believes the cost will be in line with the $1,500 per acre which is being offered to the other landowners in the area. Alderman Daniel said he believes the city water line should be well away from the highway right-of-way to prevent future problems for the city if the line has to be relocated. The mayor said he has been assured by the highway department that the city’s line can be in the outside five feet of the right-of-way and still be considered off highway property.

Topic E: Mid-year budget adjustment

Discussion: The mayor presented a spread sheet of budget adjustments which he said he would present at the first meeting in July. He went over each of the items. The city clerk staff is going through the general ledger and correcting some mistakes where items were charged to the wrong account. As a result, some small items may not require an adjustment while others may be added.

Other Business:


The mayor said he had some information about real estate that was not on the agenda. Alderman Daniel made a motion to expand the agenda for other business. Alderman Bunyard seconded and it passed unanimously on a voice vote. McKelvy said while looking for a place to store records removed from the Cultural Awareness Center, he inquired about the small house located behind city hall. The owner came in Monday and said she would be willing to sell the house. She did not name a price and asked the city to make an offer.  A report from the tax assessor’s office indicated it was sold for $30,000 in 2004. The mayor said he would like for the city to acquire the two houses behind city hall to clean up the area and possibly provide room to build a metal building where records could be stored. The mayor said he will negotiate further with the owner and report back to the council.
Alderman Bunyard asked to get a breakdown of local sales taxes, how they are distributed and any sunset clauses for taxes. She said she has heard from citizens concerned about local economic development and wanted to know if tax money can be set aside to build a fund for local economic development.

The city clerk-recorder advised the council that two ordinance numbers had been duplicated in late 2010 and early 2011. She said the issued had been resolved by adding an “A” suffix to the duplicate ordinances, making them 970-A and 971-A. Because the minutes have already been approved, she wanted to make the council aware of how the numbers were resolved. Alderman Bunyard made a motion to approve the change in ordinance numbers. Alderman Richards second the motion and it passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

Adjournment: Alderman Daniel made a motion to adjourn. Alderman Bunyard  seconded the motion and it passed on a voice vote. The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.0
